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The Safer Neighbourhood Panels (SNP) have been introduced by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC). It is a group that is open to residents and those closely associated with 
the community. The role of the panel is to hold the Local Police Commander to account. The 
panels can choose to monitor and scrutinise any aspect of local policing. 
 
This report has been produced by the Safer Neighbourhood Panel members to scrutinise the 
response to Violent Crime within the local policing area 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Scrutiny Report Summary 

Stoke North Safer Neighbourhood Panel 
SNP Topic: 
Violent Crime 

 

Report Author(s): 
Mick Salih, Dot Matthews and Neil Hawkins 

Date: 
10.03.16 

Reason for review: 
 Statistics provided during a quarterly panel meeting showed an increase in reported violent crimes 

 

Documents & information reviewed: 
 Presentation by Chief Inspector Roberts 

 Review of the Police performance dashboard 

 

Background summary to review process: 
 

Chief Inspector Roberts opened the scrutiny meeting by explaining the three categories in which violent crime is 
recorded 
 

1. Most serious violent crime with injury 
2. Less serious crime with injury 
3. Other violence against the person. 

 
A discussion took place regarding violent crime and which showed that violent crime was 50% of the total crime 
recorded in the Stoke North policing unit. 
 
The Chief Inspector outlined the procedure and categorisation of violent crime in detail and the procedures taken 
by police officers regarding domestic violence and sexual offences. He explained the role of other partner agen-
cies and the lack of outer hours services for the victims.  
 

Findings of review: 
 

A general discussion took place and the panel members were concerned about the lack of support from other 
agencies after 5pm in the evening and at weekends. We also discussed the role of the CPS and were informed 
that more than 50% of cases were not prosecuted due to insufficient evidence. Some victims were unwilling to 
make statements against the offenders. 
 
A panel member asked about the Police performance dashboard system and the lack of information regarding the 
peaks and troughs shown in some of the graphs and is it ethical to allow this information to be open to all mem-
bers of the public as it could be seen by i.e. Criminals. It was also questioned whether there should be a grading 
system in place to monitor the viewing of the system. 
 

Conclusion of Review and Recommendations made: 
1) More discussions and resources with partner organisations involved in tackling domestic violence and 

sexual assault (out of hours service) 
2) More detailed information on the Dashboard system on why the peaks and troughs occur on the graphs 

i.e. social events, football matches, seasonal events, and times of the year. 
 



 

 

 

   

Comment by Chief Inspector John Owen, Local Police Commander 

 

With regards to all aspects of violence, the Force has moved forward significantly over the last 6 months. In 
particular with regards to domestic violence. This report details some recommendations about transparency; and it 
is pleasing to say that this is now in place with the public dashboard. As always, we work closely with our partners 
to try and minimise all incidents of violence, and this will continue moving forward. 
 

 


