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The Safer Neighbourhood Panels (SNP) have been introduced by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC). It is a group that is open to residents and those closely associated with 
the community. The role of the panel is to hold the Local Police Commander to account. The 
panels can choose to monitor and scrutinise any aspect of local policing. 
 

This report has been produced by the Safer Neighbourhood Panel members to scrutinise the 
deployment of Tasers within the local policing area 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Scrutiny Report Summary 

Staffordshire Moorlands Safer Neighbourhood Panel 
SNP Topic: 
Taser Deployment 

Report Author(s): 
Glenys Robinson                   

Date: 
9/12/16 

Reason for review: 
 To ascertain whether Tasers are being correctly deployed by Staffordshire Police in accordance with the 

Association of Chief Police Officers’ (ACPO) guidelines and established training methods. 
 

Documents & information reviewed: 
 A number of completed post use of Taser reports were viewed alongside the live video evidence for both 

discharge and non-discharge incidents which had occurred in the North of the County. 

Findings of review: 
 

 In each of the incidents viewed, the deployment of Tasers was compliant with the established guidelines and 
commensurate with the level of threat perceived by the officers involved.  

 The use of body cams was invaluable in establishing both what had actually occurred in each case and the 
accuracy of the post incident reports  

  

 

Conclusion of Review and Recommendations made: 
 

1. From the evidence shown, there does not appear to be any requirement for significant change to either the 
guidelines or training methods.  

2. Body cam recordings obtained during the hours of darkness however, were not as visually clear as those 
recorded in daylight. The sound quality was equally as good and proved useful in helping to establish what 
had occurred in each case.  The provision of better quality body cams would be useful in addressing this 
issue. 

 

Comment by Local Neighbourhood Inspector Mark Thorley,  
“The use of Taser is not undertaken without good cause and each use is scrutinised at the highest level to ensure 
it has been used correctly. I know how effective Taser can be in assisting the Police when dealing with violent 
incidents and often the mere threat of Taser often quickly results in a de-escalation of violence threatened with no 
one being injured. I am reassured that the excellent level of professionalism I see exhibited by my staff here on 
the Moorlands on a daily basis is echoed in this report.” 
 

 

 


