
 

  

Scrutiny Report 

Commissioned by Matthew Ellis 
 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Staffordshire 

The Safer Neighbourhood Panels (SNP) have been introduced by the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC). It is a group that 
is open to residents and those closely associated with the community. The role of the panel is to hold the Local Police 
Commander to account. The panels can choose to monitor and scrutinise any aspect of local policing. 

 

 



Scrutiny Report Summary 

Stafford Safer Neighbourhood Panel 

SNP Topic: 

Stop and Search 

Report Author(s): 

Pat Alker, Liz Mather, Brittany Mycock, 

Mohamed Parekh 

Date: 

25.04.2018 

Reason for review:  

Stop and Search was identified as a core subject for review by the panel  

 

Documents & information reviewed: 

OPCC Stop and Search Guidance document 2018 

ETAP Independent Report Dated January 2015 

Stop and Search data for the period October – December 2017 compiled by OPCC   

 

Background summary to review process: 

The OPCC facilitated a generic session on Stop and Search Data to review comparative data 
across Staffordshire LPTs after the scrutiny 

The scrutiny panel met on 20th April 2018 at Stafford Police Station to review reports and view 
body worn video footage. Also present was Chief Inspector G Ward, PC J Lyon and PC K 
Green.   

Data supplied showed 69 cases of Stop and Search had been undertaken during the time period 
requested.  The panel randomly selected 25% of cases with BWV for scrutiny on the day (10) 
and each panel member undertook to complete the Stop and Search checklist for either 2 or 3 
cases each. 

  

Findings of review: 

 Of the 69 cases, 29 did not have BWV footage.  It was noted that some plain clothed police 
officers may not have had access to BWVs. 

 8 cases overall had no outcome recorded. 

 Sex of suspects recorded as ‘unknown’ in 21 cases. 
 Where Firearms are involved, there was no reason given for the search/arrest or what type of 

firearms were involved.   

 There is inconsistency in the way report forms are completed, some Officers provide more detail 
than others. 

 It was noted that all Officers have their own BWV cameras following the introduction of a new 
system in November 2017.  Footage prior to November 2017 is retained but was extremely 
difficult to locate and view as there were errors in the date and times recorded on forms. 

 There were instances where footage appeared to be have been taken by another Officer whose 
details were not recorded on the form, therefore footage was unable to be located. 

 Only footage of 2 cases could be found out of the 10 cases selected. 

 1 form recorded ‘no video footage’ but data received via OPCC confirmed there was. 

 1 record and footage couldn’t be found therefore the panel substituted another case. 



 It is noted that the STORM system holds fuller details and is checked for previous information.      

  

Conclusion of Review and Recommendations made: 

 It was disappointing that BWV couldn’t be located in 8 cases and it is recommended that 
report forms be amended to allow Officers to note collar numbers of each Officer attending to make 

it easier to locate records and footage and marry up Officers on shift together, especially where 

one officer has completed the report and the other taken BWV 

footage.   

 It was noted that complaints information is unable to be collected and recorded as the  police 
system used to log Stop and Search data is incompatible with the data collection complaints 
system; it appears there are two separate methods of recording information and both are 
incompatible with each other.  It is recommended that there be some way of capturing complaints 
information. 

 Report forms need to be able to give a true picture of the reasons and outcomes of Stop and 
Search and it is recommended that forms are fit for purpose. 

 Care should be taken when completing information to avoid discrepancies with dates and times 
so that information can be correctly identified and located. 

 Report forms should be completed fully.  Why no outcomes were recorded in 8 cases gives cause 
for concern. 

 All Officers, whether uniformed or plain clothed, should use BWV in order to facilitate a co-
ordinated approach to Stop and Search. 

 Why 21 report forms did not state sex of suspect is surprising and it is recommended that this 
information be obtained using visual methods if a suspect does not wish to verbally confirm their 
sexuality.    

 Of the 2 cases reviewed, Officers complied with GOWISELY and JOG. 

 It is recommended that Stop and Search be retained in the panel’s work schedule in order to 
undertake a further review in 6 months.    

 

Comment by Jason O’Toole 

I am grateful for the time spent in reviewing these matters, I agree with the comments raised in relation to 

the ancillary materials within complaints, the revised IOPC Statutory guidance and changes in police 

regulations next year should address these issues which have been raised at a national level. 

 

 


